Client:                                                 DOB:                                     Insurance:


NOTICE OF PRIVACY PRACTICES

Notice to Client or Guardian Regarding Protected Health Information

This notice describes how medical information about you may be used and disclosed and how you can get access to this information.  Please review it carefully.


All information that is provided during the screening, intake, and the treatment process is considered confidential by Jennifer Harelson, LPC.  The disclosure of protected health information will be governed by North Carolina General Statute 122C, federal law regarding substance abuse records 42 CFR Part 2, and the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996, as well as any other applicable federal or state laws.  

Disclosure of protected health information is permitted when you or your legal representative sign a written authorization, or give verbal authorization in an emergency situation. Any authorization for disclosure may be revoked at any time, except to the extent that action has been taken in reliance on it.  

You have the right to request restriction of the disclosure of your health information, except when Jennifer Harelson, LPC is required to do so. Under the following specific conditions, disclosure of information is permitted and/or required by law and professional ethics without your specific authorization:

· When there is a medical or psychiatric emergency involving your health or safety or the safety of others.

· When Jennifer Harelson, LPC is required by law to report instances of neglect or abuse of a child or disabled adult.

· When Jennifer Harelson, LPC is responding to a court order or participating in a commitment proceeding.


You also have other rights related to the use and disclosure of health information in your medical record.  These would include:

· the right to inspect and request a copy your medical record;

· a verbal or written request to Jennifer Harelson, LPC for a copy of your treatment plan or medical record is sufficient to receive a copy in less than ten days.

· the right to request amendment of any section of your medical record; and

· the right to receive an accounting of disclosures that have occurred with your medical record.

Jennifer Harelson, LPC may mail information to you regarding appointment reminders, billing information, or other information about treatment alternatives, or services that might be of interest to you.  If you do not wish to receive mailings from Jennifer Harelson, LPC please inform me.


Jennifer Harelson, LPC reserves the right to change this notice and to make the new notice effective for all protected health information that is maintained in hard copy or electronic format.  Revisions to the NOTICE OF PRIVACY PRACTICES will be made available to you.

· § 122C-54. Exceptions; abuse reports and court proceedings. 

(a) A facility shall disclose confidential information if a court of competent jurisdiction 

issues an order compelling disclosure. 

(a1) Upon a determination by the facility director or his designee that disclosure is in the 

best interests of the client, a facility may disclose confidential information for purposes of 

filing a petition for involuntary commitment of a client pursuant to Article 5 of this Chapter or NC General Statutes - Chapter 122C Article 3 3for purposes of filing a petition for the adjudication of incompetency of the client and the appointment of a guardian or an interim guardian under Chapter 35A of the General Statutes. 

(b) If an individual is a defendant in a criminal case and a mental examination of the 

defendant has been ordered by the court as provided in G.S. 15A-1002, the facility shall send the results or the report of the mental examination to the clerk of court, to the district attorney or prosecuting officer, and to the attorney of record for the defendant as provided in G.S. 15A-1002(d). The report shall contain a treatment recommendation, if any, and an opinion as to whether there is a likelihood that the defendant will gain the capacity to proceed. 

(c) Certified copies of written results of examinations by physicians and records in the 

cases of clients voluntarily admitted or involuntarily committed and facing district court 

hearings and rehearings pursuant to Article 5 of this Chapter shall be furnished by the facility to the client's counsel, the attorney representing the State's interest, and the court. The confidentiality of client information shall be preserved in all matters except those pertaining to the necessity for admission or continued stay in the facility or commitment under review. The relevance of confidential information for which disclosure is sought in a particular case shall be determined by the court with jurisdiction over the matter. 

(d) Any individual seeking confidential information contained in the court files or the 

court records of a proceeding made pursuant to Article 5 of this Chapter may file a written motion in the cause setting out why the information is needed. A district court judge may issue an order to disclose the confidential information sought if he finds the order is appropriate under the circumstances and if he finds that it is in the best interest of the individual admitted or committed or of the public to have the information disclosed. 

(d1) Excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays, not later than 48 hours after receiving 

notice of any of the following judicial determinations or findings, the clerk of superior court in the county where the determination or finding was made shall cause a record of the determination or finding to be transmitted to the National Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS): 

(1) A determination that an individual shall be involuntarily committed to a 

facility for inpatient mental health treatment upon a finding that the 

individual is mentally ill and a danger to self or others. 

(2) A determination that an individual shall be involuntarily committed to a 

facility for outpatient mental health treatment upon a finding that the 

individual is mentally ill and, based on the individual's treatment history, in 

need of treatment in order to prevent further disability or deterioration that 

would predictably result in a danger to self or others. 

(3) A determination that an individual shall be involuntarily committed to a 

facility for substance abuse treatment upon a finding that the individual is a 

substance abuser and a danger to self or others. 

(4) A finding that an individual is not guilty by reason of insanity. 

(5) A finding that an individual is mentally incompetent to proceed to criminal 

trial. 

(6) A finding that an individual lacks the capacity to manage the individual's 

own affairs due to marked subnormal intelligence or mental illness, 

incompetency, condition, or disease. 

(7) A determination to grant a petition to an individual for the removal of 

disabilities pursuant to G.S. 122C-54.1 or any applicable federal law. 

The 48-hour period for transmitting a record of a judicial determination or finding to the 

NICS under this subsection begins upon receipt by the clerk of a copy of the judicial 

determination or finding. 

(d2) The record of involuntary commitment for inpatient or outpatient mental health 

treatment or for substance abuse treatment required by subsection (d1) of this section shall be  NC General Statutes - Chapter 122C Article 3 4

accessible only by an entity having proper access to NICS and shall remain otherwise 

confidential as provided by this Article. The Administrative Office of the Courts shall adopt rules to require clerks of court to transmit information to the NICS as required by subsection (d1) of this section in a uniform manner. 

(e) Upon the request of the legally responsible person or the minor admitted or 

committed, and after that minor has both been released and reached adulthood, the court 

records of that minor made in proceedings pursuant to Article 5 of this Chapter may be 

expunged from the files of the court. The minor and his legally responsible person shall be informed in writing by the court of the right provided by this subsection at the time that the application for admission is filed with the court. 

(f) A State facility and the psychiatric service of the University of North Carolina 

Hospitals at Chapel Hill may disclose confidential information to staff attorneys of the 

Attorney General's office whenever the information is necessary to the performance of the statutory responsibilities of the Attorney General's office or to its performance when acting as attorney for a State facility or the psychiatric service of the University of North Carolina Hospitals at Chapel Hill. 

(g) A facility may disclose confidential information to an attorney who represents either 

the facility or an employee of the facility, if such information is relevant to litigation, to the operations of the facility, or to the provision of services by the facility. An employee may discuss confidential information with his attorney or with an attorney representing the facility in which he is employed. 

(h) A facility shall disclose confidential information for purposes of complying with 

Article 3 of Chapter 7B of the General Statutes and Article 6 of Chapter 108A of the General Statutes, or as required by other State or federal law. 

(i) G.S. 132-1.4 shall apply to the records of criminal investigations conducted by any 

law enforcement unit of a State facility, and information described in G.S. 132-1.4(c) that is collected by the State facility law enforcement unit shall be public records within the meaning of G.S. 132-1. 

(j) Notwithstanding any other provision of this Chapter, the Secretary may inform any 

person of any incident or event involving the welfare of a client or former client when the 

Secretary determines that the release of the information is essential to maintaining the integrity of the Department. However, the release shall not include information that identifies the client directly, or information for which disclosure is prohibited by State or federal law or requirements, or information for which, in the Secretary's judgment, by reference to publicly known or available information, there is a reasonable basis to believe the client will be identified. 

Jennifer Harelson, LPC recognizes the importance of confidentiality, and your right to be fully informed of all regulations regarding protected health information.   If you feel that your privacy rights have been violated you may contact the Secretary of the North Carolina Department of Health & Human Services, Mail Service Center 3015, Raleigh, North Carolina 27699, or 919-715-1294; or Disability Rights North Carolina, 2626 Glenwood Avenue, Suite 550, Raleigh, North Carolina 27608; or 877-235-4210. Provision of services will not be affected by the filing of any complaint.

The NOTICE OF PRIVACY PRACTICES has been reviewed with me and I have received a written summary.

____________________________________________
________________________

            Client, Parent, or Legal Guardian



                                    Date
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